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Faith, Hope and Love 

“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

I. WHAT IS FAITH? 

A. “FAITH is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) 

i. FAITH is the assurance of things hoped for. 

1. We have a hope, and we are assured in it.  There is no doubt that it won’t happen. 

ii. FAITH is the conviction of things not seen. 

1. We are convicted and believe – there is no doubt that what we do not see does not 

actually exist. 

2. “…blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) 

iii. “Fear looks; faith jumps. Faith never fails to obtain its object. If I leave you as I found you, I 

am not God’s channel. I am not here to entertain you, but to get you to the place where you can 

laugh at the impossible.” –Smith Wigglesworth 

B. Faith is coming in to agreement with who God says He is, not just with our words but through our 

actions. 

II. WHY IS FAITH IMPORTANT? 

A. Without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please God. 

i. “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

ii. If we want to draw near to God, we must have faith! 

iii. It is not enough to simply believe that God exists.  We must also believe that He rewards those 

who seek Him, and act upon that promise. 

1. When we don’t seek God with all that we have, we are in unbelief that he does not reward 

those who seek him, and we do not have faith. 

2. Belief is not speech alone, but action. 
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iv. As we seek Jesus, we store up treasure in heaven. (Matt. 6:19-20)  The opposite of this is to 

live a life of sin separated from God, storing up wrath to be released on the day of wrath. 

(Romans 2:5)  We do either one or the other – there is no in between.  The righteous (those 

saved through faith) store up treasure, while the unrighteous (those separated from God) are 

storing up wrath.  This is why we must have an urgency to reach the lost! 

v. God is pleased when people come to know Him. 

1. It is by grace, through faith we are saved.  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

2. A complete lack of faith results in an eternal separation from Jesus, and this does not please 

God and is the unforgiveable sin. (Mark 3:29)  It is appointed once for a man to die and then 

comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27). 

3. "Resolved, never to do anything which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my 

life." –Jonathan Edwards 

B. Faith is the commodity of heaven. 

i. Without faith we are stuck in one place and can accomplish nothing in the Kingdom.  Without 

gas in our tanks, we can’t go anywhere. 

ii. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is 

like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his 

ways.” (James 1:5-8) 

1. NLT: “Their loyalty is divided between God and the world…” 

2. If we read the word and pray and speak but do not exercise faith by matching our actions to 

our prayer and words, the Word says that we are double-minded, unstable in all our ways 

and we will not receive anything. 

3. When we exercise faith, we receive from the Lord. 

C. God’s love is unconditional, but God’s promises are not.  God has a part and we have a part.  We 

cannot do God’s part and He will not do our part, because He has chosen to partner with us. 

i. EXAMPLE: Salvation is available to everyone – it is a gift that is freely given that has already 

been paid for – but although it is available to anyone, it is available only to those who have 

faith and believe. (Romans 1:16)  Faith is the action required to receive the gift. 
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ii. The Word is full of promises that require action on our part to receive.  Another example: 

“…if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

D. Scripture is full of people exercising faith in God, and they are commended for it.  Hebrews 11 is a 

sampling of great acts of faith that result in many different promises being fulfilled. 

i. BY FAITH Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 

commended as righteous. 

ii. BY FAITH Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because 

God had taken him. 

iii. BY FAITH Noah, in reverent fear constructed an Ark for the saving of his household, because 

he was warned by God concerning events as yet unseen. By this Noah condemned the world 

and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

iv. BY FAITH Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as 

in inheritance, not even knowing where he was going.  For he was looking forward to the city 

that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 

v. BY FAITH Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since 

she considered Him faithful who had promised.  The result of Sarah's faith?  From one man, 

and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as 

the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

vi. BY FAITH Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac - he was going to kill his very son 

believing that God is faithful. 

vii. BY FAITH Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 

viii. BY FAITH Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph. 

ix. BY FAITH Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 

directions concerning his bones. 

x. BY FAITH Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents that he 

might live. 

xi. BY FAITH Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 

choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
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sin.  He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 

looking to the reward. 

xii. BY FAITH the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 

attempted to do the same, were drowned. [Do you ever feel like you just got drowned? Check 

your faith…] 

xiii. BY FAITH the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 

xiv. BY FAITH Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she 

had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 

xv. Hebrews 11 goes on to say, what more shall I say?  For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets, who THROUGH FAITH conquered 

kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 

power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 

mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight, received back their dead by resurrection. 

xvi. In summary: people were commended as righteous, one guy NEVER DIED…ever, one 

survived a flood that wiped out the entire earth, one woman became pregnant, many received 

blessing, some escaped death, a sea was crossed as if on dry land, the walls of a city 

miraculously came crashing down, favor was achieved, kingdoms conquered, justice was 

enforced, promises were obtained, mouths of lions were stopped, the power of fire was 

quenched, people were made strong from weakness, were mighty in war putting armies to 

flight, and were resurrected from the dead, all through faith. 

xvii. God commended these ones are righteous, because those that are righteous are the ones that 

live by faith. 

III. EXERCISING FAITH 

A. Why do so many biblical truths not come to pass in our lives? 

i. Example: “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

(Romans 8:1) 

1. If the Word is true (which it is), WHY do I allow myself to feel condemnation?  The Word 

says it doesn’t exist. 

ii. Another example: “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 

faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 

also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” (1 Cor. 10:13) 
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1. If this word is true, what is my excuse for ever giving in to sin? 

iii. If my life is not in agreement with the Word, it is because I have not yet laid hold of that 

promise of God by faith. 

B. Jesus himself gives the best example for demonstrating the way of escape from sin and exercising 

perfected faith.  When faced with temptation, he spoke out the Word. 

i. Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, 

“It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 

Matthew 4:1-11 

ii. Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

C. THE KEY TO FAITH: We must speak aloud the Word of God, lay hold of its promises by 

faith, and act in accordance with its truth. 

i. “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)  Our 

faith is built up by hearing – and only by the hearing of the Word of Christ. 

ii. It does NOT say that this type of hearing comes from watching sitcom shows on TV, watching 

the latest Batman movie, or listening to music that does not exalt Jesus and fill your mind with 

God’s Word.  No, this hearing comes from the Word of Christ alone. 

1. What are we filling our minds with?  It is true, certain things may not be sin, but in light 

of eternity what good are they?  We need to fill our minds with things that stir our faith, 

and we must have an eternal perspective on how we spend our time and resources. 
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2. If I go home after a long day at work and spend hours watching TV because I need to 

“relax”, I am in unbelief – because I am not believing that giving God my time will bear 

more fruit. 

iii. If you speak aloud the Word of God it will not return void, and I guarantee that your faith will 

increase every time! 

1. “…so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but 

it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it.” (Isaiah 55:11) 

D. If we know Jesus and have been saved by grace through faith, then we have everything we need. 

i. We often wait for God to bring about breakthrough in our lives when in fact God is waiting for 

us!  We think the problem is that it’s not God’s timing yet. 

1. There is a time and place to wait on God’s timing, but He wants our breakthrough more 

than we do. 

2. We are prideful (prayer-less) and lazy (entertained by the pleasures of this world). 

3. “While we often huddle in groups of like-minded people, those with faith blaze a trail that 

threatens all of our comfort zones. Faith offends the stationary.” –Leonard Ravenhill 

a. Have you ever noticed that we can be easily offended by placing ourselves around 

people of great faith if we are stationary and living in unbelief? 

4. A great act of unbelief is laziness and a failure to press into the things of God.  It is in this 

place that we are of no benefit to the Kingdom, no threat to the enemy, and double-

minded. 

E. The Word repeatedly says that whatever we ask in His name, because we keep his commandments 

(obeying the word!), if we ask in FAITH, it will be given to us.  (Matt. 21:22, Mark 11:24, John 

11:22; 14:13; 15:7; 15:16, 1 John 3:22; 5:15) 

i. Do we have faith?  If we know that we are saved by grace through faith, and if all we need is a 

mustard seed of faith to move a mountain (Matt. 17:20), then we already have what we need – 

the measure of faith given to us by Jesus! 

ii. If we have all we need, all that we need to do is speak out loud the Word of God and, by 

FAITH, lay hold of the promises of God throughout the Word. 

 



Page 7  
 

THE 4-STEP PROGRAM THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE 

1. REPENT of unbelief. 

2. SPEAK out loud promises and truths in the Word. 

3. BELIEVE in faith, even without seeing them, that they are true. 

4. ACT in accordance with those truths, living by faith. 

Common areas of unbelief to repent for not trusting God, and God’s corresponding promise: 

Finances → God is your provider (Phil. 4:19) 

Spouse → Jesus is your greatest lover (John 3:16) 

Direction/calling → The Holy Spirit is your guide (John 16:13) 

Time → Jesus gives the ultimate friendship (John 15:13-14) 

The unknown → God is the all-knowing (1 John 3:20) 

Healing → God is your healer (Is. 53:5) 

Patience → God works all things for your good (Rom. 8:28) 

Emotions/lack of joy → Jesus carried our sorrows (Is. 53:4) and gives joy (Ps. 16:11) 

 


